bort of: Strategic Director, Physical Environment

Executive Board
e: 20" February 2006 En No:

e of Report : Parking and Penalty Charges

www.oxford.gov.uk

Summary and Recommendations

=pose of report: Proposed changes to Central Area and Suburban car
perk tariffs and to increase penalty charges.

é/ decision: Yes
'tfolio Holder: Councillor Ed Turner
utiny Responsibility: Finance Scrutiny Committee

rd(s) affected: All

:rrEort Approved by: Councillor Ed Turner, Sharon Cosgrove — Strategic
ctor, Mike Baish — Finance, Lindsay Cane — Legal Services

éicy Framework: Improving transport and mobility and maintaining
ncial stability

E’:ommendation(s):
1. To set the strategy for 2006/2007 financial year of
raising the suburban car park tariffs by an overall 15%, actual
tariff charges to be determined by the relevant area committee.

2. To raise the level of penalty charges, for all car parks, to £100
discounted to £50 if paid within 14 days

3. Raise the central area tariff by 5% to the nearest 10p.

All such increases in charges to be justified in accordance with
the principles set out in this report.
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x
Name of Strategic Director or Business Manager

x
Name of Committee

x
Date of meeting

emace
Field to be completed by Committee Services

x
Title of report

x
To.... (insert one or two sentences explaining what the report seeks to achieve)


x
Yes/No – only applicable to Executive functions.  Say if not applicable.
In financial terms a key decision is one that is likely to result in the Council incurring expenditure or the making of savings that are significant with regard to the Council's budget for the related service or function.
The guidance figures for significant items in financial terms are £150,000 for General Fund or £200,000 for Housing Revenue Account. In more general terms a key decision is one that is likely to be significant in terms of its effect on communities living in an area comprising two or more Wards in the Council's area


x
Only applicable to Executive functions - there may be more than one.  Say if not applicable.


x
Identify which of the scrutiny committees has this function within its terms of reference – there may be more than one.

x
There may be more than one.

emace
Name the officers who have approved the report prior to publication.

x
Identify the parts or sections of any plans or strategies adopted by the Council which the report either implements or is consistent with.  If there is no such policy or strategy say there is none.


x
These should be clear and concise and be identical to those at the end of the report. They should capture all the decisions the report author wishes the minute to reflect.  Authors should not “seek members’ views” but recommend a definite course of action.
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4.1

SUMMARY

This report proposes changes to the Central Area tariffs at off street car
parks, changes to the Suburban car park tariffs and to increase the level of
penalty charges in all car parks. It also reviews the income for each of the
suggested changes.

COUNCIL’S VISION

The proposal supports the Council’s vision by Improving Transport and
Mobility and maintaining financial stability.

BACKGROUND

Under clause 3:3-4, (b) of the Constitution it is the responsibility of the
Executive Board to agree any strategy for the setting of fees and charges.
It is due to this clause that the Executive Board is recommended to set a
level of increase in parking charges at suburban car parks but for the
relevant Area Committee to set the actual values of the tariffs in order to
achieve the overall strategic requirements set by the Executive Board.

Tariffs at the suburban car parks were last changed in 2001 when the
Sunday charges were raised to that of the Monday to Saturday charges as
a result of the increase in Sunday trading, penalty charges were also
increased at this time.. Previous to this change in 2001 the last previous
general review of tariffs was in 1998.

The central area tariff was last increased in August 2005.

The values of penalty notices were increased some years ago to the
present level, after that increase the number of penalties issued remained
almost static. However over the last two years the number of penalties
issued has begun to rise. This indicates that the deterrent factor they are
supposed to have is not working. It is therefore recommended to increase
the penalty values to further encourage the correct parking payment
amounts through the payment machines.

As part of the budget setting process for 2005/2006 the Council assumed
that savings of £220,000 per annum could be achieved from 2006/2007
onwards through reviewing the delivery of car parking services.

JUSTIFICATION FOR AN INCREASE IN TARIFFS

As a general rule local authorities should set fees and charges to cover the
cost of service provision plus a prudent margin of excess. The exception to
this is where charges are set to secure a particular policy objective, when a
greater surplus may be budgeted for. In seeking to impose these increases
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5.1

5.2

5.3

the Council is relying on promoting and achieving the following policies and
strategies.

The Oxford Transport Strategy has been endorsed jointly by this Council
and the County Council and seeks to encourage owners of private vehicles
to use other means of transport and to deter commuter or long term
parking in the city centre.

The clear intention of the Oxford Transport Strategy was and still is to
encourage long term parkers and commuters to use the park and ride car
park facilities.

There are a number of paragraphs in the Oxford Local Plan that refer to
car usage and matters related to car parking.

3.9.1 The aim of the City Council’s transport policy is to reduce the need
to travel, particularly by private car, and to encourage travel by
walking, cycling and public transport. The City Council’s objective is
to manage the available resources to further this aim.

3.9.2 The City Council wishes to reduce reliance on the private car,
particularly for journeys to work. Commuters travelling by car create
congestion at the peak periods. When not needed for operational
purposes, their vehicles may block valuable space during the
working day whether on street, in public car parks or in private
parking areas.

3.9.3 Traffic movements into and out of the City centre are largely a
product of the availability of car parking there. The City Council will
seek to reduce these movements.

3.94 ... public off-street car parking is intended mainly for short stay
visitors including shoppers.

Since the last tariff increase at the suburban car parks there has been an
increase in the RPI-X of 16% . The costs to the Council of providing the
car parking facilities have been subject to a similar increase.

RECOMMENDATIONS

A straight 15% increase in income, based on current income, from each
suburban car park. The actual value of the charges to be determined by
the relevant Area Committee. Existing tariffs are shown in Appendix 1

To increase the penalty charges from £80 discounted to £40 if paid within
14 days to £100 discounted to £50 if paid within 14 days.

To raise the central area tariff charge by 5% rounded up to the nearest
10p. Existing and proposed tariffs are shown in Appendix 2.
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8.1

PROCEDURES

Where a local authority proposes to give notice of variation which would be
likely to have a direct effect on traffic, or any class of traffic, on a road for
which it is not the traffic authority, the local authority shall before giving the
notice send a draft of it to the traffic authority for that road.

It is anticipated that the increase in tariffs could be in place by the second
quarter of the 2006/2007 financial year. Therefore only a half of the full
year income has been put into the 2006/2007 budget for Transport &
Parking

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

Each recommendation is anticipated to produce the following additional
income in a full year.

Recommendation 1 — Increasing suburban tariffs, £55K (assuming a 5%
resistance factor)

Recommendation 2 — Increasing penalty charges, £57K
Recommendation 3 — Increasing central tariff, £68K (assuming a 2.5%
resistance factor.)

STAFFING IMPLICATIONS

There are no staffing implications as a result of this proposal.

e and contact details of author:
ham Smith, transport and Parking Business Manager

Tel: 01865 252352 Email gsmith@oxford.gov.uk

E’:kground papers: None


x
Name, telephone number and email

x
These are any documents relied upon or drawn from in writing the report. If that document is already in the public domain (e.g. legislation, government guidance or a previously published committee report) they do not need to be listed here. Say if there are no background papers.



APPENDIX 1

OPTION 1
EXISTING PARKING TARIFF
Ferry Pool & Union Street
MONDAY TO SUNDAY 0800 — 1830 ALL OTHER
TIMES
0 tol lto2 2to 3 3to4 4t06 6to8 8+
hour hour hour hour hour hour
£0.50 £0.50 £1.00 £2.00 £4.00 £6.00 £10.00 £0.50
EXISTING PARKING TARIFF
Summertown
MONDAY TO SUNDAY 0800 — 1830 ALL OTHER
TIMES
0 tol lto2 2to3 3to4 4t06 6to8 8+
hour hour hour hour hour hour
£0.50 £0.50 £1.50 £3.00 £5.00 £7.00 £10.00 £0.50
EXISTING PARKING TARIFF
Headington & St Leonards Road
MONDAY TO SUNDAY 0800 — 1830 ALL OTHER
TIMES
0 tol lto2 2to3 3to4 4t06 6to8 8+
hour hour hour hour hour hour
£0.50 £0.50 £1.00 £1.00 £4.00 £6.00 £10.00 £0.50
EXISTING PARKING TARIFF
St Clements
MONDAY TO SUNDAY 0800 — 1830 ALL OTHER
TIMES
Otol 1to2 2t0 3 3to4 4106 6to8 8+
hour hour hour hour hour hour

£0.50 £1.00 £2.50 £5.00 £8.00 £12.00 | £15.00 £0.50




APPENDIX 2

OPTION 3
EXISTING & PROPOSED PARKING TARIFF
Westgate, Worcester Street, Oxpens, Abbey Place
MONDAY TO SUNDAY 0800 — 1830 ALL OTHER
TIMES
Oto1l 1to2 2t03 3to4 4t06 6t08 8+
hour hour hour hour hour hour
£1.90 | £3.00 £4.80 £6.00 £9.70 £14.50 | £18.20) £1.50
(£1.80) | (£2.90) | (E4.60) | (£5.80) | (£9.20) | (£13.80) | (£17.30) (£1.40)
Existing charges in brackets.
Gloucester Green Underground
MONDAY TO SUNDAY 0800 — 1830 ALL OTHER
TIMES
Oto1l 1to2 2t03 3to4 4t06 6t08 8+
hour hour hour hour hour hour
£2.40 | £3.70 £5.50 £7.20 £11.40 | £16.80 | £20.50 £2.10
(£2.30) | (£3.50) | (£5.20) | (£6.90) | (£10.90) | (£16.00) | (£19.60) (£2.00)

Existing charges in brackets
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